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PREFACE 


In this study unit we deal with_ the relationship between 
PeOple-aS it is expressed in Jewish Thought in general, 
and in the Midrashim of our Sages in particular. 

The spiritual world of Judaism recognizes two kinds of 
Mitzvot: Mitzvot "bein adam Ie havero," and Mitzvot "bein 
adam la makom". The two sets of Mitzvot do not corne at 
the expense of one another, but rather are dependent on 
each other. 

The problems raised in this unit are existential and 
universal and have surely troubled students even before 
they are introduced to the Jewish Texts. We hope that 
students of this unit will corne to see how Jewish sources 
can serve, in our modem age, as a basis and guide in the 
search for significant life values. 



"A Disciple's Question" 

It is related that a certain disciple came before Rabbi 
Joshua and asked him: 

"Is the evening TefiIIaIa compulsory or optional?" 
He replied: "It is optional." 
He [the disciple] then presented himself before Rabban 
Gamaliel and asked him: 

"Is the evening TefiIIaIa compulsory or optional?" 
He [Rabban Gamaliel] replied: 
'1t is compulsory." 
"But," he [the disciple] said, 

"did not Rabbi Joshua tell me that it is optional?" 
He [Rabban Gamaliel] said: 

"Wait till the champions [great scholars] enter the Beit 
Miclraala." 
When the champions came in, someone rose and inquired: 

"Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or optional?" 
Rabban Gamaliel replied: 

"It is compulsory." 
Said Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages: 

"Is there anyone who disputes this?" 

Rabbi Joshua replied: "No:" 

He [Rabban Gamaliel] said: 


"Did they not report you as saying it is optional?" 

He then continued: 


"Joshua, stand up and let them testify against you." 

R. 	Joshua stood up and said: 


"Were 1alive and he [the witness] dead, 

the living could contradict the dead. 

But now, when he is alive and 1am alive, 

how can the living contradict the living?" 


Rabban Gamaliel remained sitting and expounding 

and Rabbi Joshua remained standing, 

until all the people there began to shout 

and say to Huzpit the targemaa 
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[the 'interpreter' who expounded the ideas of the 
teachers to the pubtic]: "Stoo!" 
And he stopped. 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Berakhot page 27b 
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Rabbinic Enactments 
Regarding Respect for One's 
FeUow Man 

1. Dances on The 15th of Av 

"On these days [i.e., Yom Kipp... and the 15th of Av], 
the daughters of Jerusalem used to go forth in white 
raiments; 

and these were borrowed, so that none be abashed 
which had them not." 

[Regarding this] Our Rabbis have taught: 
The daughter of the king borrows [the garments) 

from the daughter of the High Priest; 
The daughter of the High Priest ­

from the daughter of the deputy High Priest; 
And the daughter of the deputy High Priest ­

from the daughter of the Anointed for Battle 
[the priest anointed as Chaplain of the Army in times of 

war]; 

And the daughter of the Anointed for Battle ­

from the daughter of an ordinary priest; 
And all Israel borrow from one another, 
So as not to shame anyone who has not [white garments). 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate TIIAJIit Page 31a 

2. How to Bring the First Fruits 

Beforetimes, 

All who could recite [the prescribed words during the 

ceremony of the bringing of the first fruits) - recited them, 

And all who could not recite them - repeated the words 

[after the priest]. 

But when these refrained [out of shame] 


from bringing [their first fruits1, 
It was ordained 


that both they that could recite them 

and they that could not 

should repeat the words [after the priest]. 


Mishna, Tractate 8M.rim, chapter 3 mishna 7 

7 



8 

3. How to Hold Mourning Customs 

Our Rabbis taught: 
Formerly 

they were wont to convey 
[victuals] to the house of mourning, 

The rich in silver and gold baskets 

And the poor in osier baskets of peeled willow twigs. 

And the poor felt shamed; 

Therefore, they instituted 


that all should convey [victuals] 

in osier baskets of peeled willow twigs, 

out of deference to the poor. 


Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Mo~ed Katan page 27a 
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~'P'D:1 MnEm 

11~11:J "~v :1':1n ",':1n ,,:1, 'i'1'! 
nit rrxn OM .rn11.:l1 1').:l '1.:l::l ~).' on ''', 
~"'n .M~nM '1M 1~1' nM o,tt ~I:)' M~I' 
"M' M~:' Ji~ mEn 0" .1"::In ~I' nM 
I (, 'Q, 'I'TIM "lDMn M~ "ntt 9" '.:l, 'j1""
"::lit' ,nM::I i1:').!t3 .C1V:J~ n1l 'i'1n ~M' 
(fr''I'}'P 6 rm, (II' 1i"11 ~~i1 o'v"'~ 
.,~ (n'.:l) 1M' 'tl '"!C1M1 PI:", "'nn., [11"1'1 
,tI]1 .61M1t'~ It''1 i1~MIt' ~'M ,1' MtI ~'M 
.(!)' 1'10 1n~MIt'.,~ .:l1t"1 ~IO).!n) •1~ nne, 
"DtI ;'M ,(:I'1m,.:l "";"1 ~'M "M'I' ~M 
~'M .-mp "en ;1"1"M me 'I' i1::1l'-.1C 
"I1Dni11' "Iltl ;'M .n;MIt' i1~'l i1,MIt' 
M;at ).!')D 1::!)I rM1 "I'::I;).! ~'lM MI") 

11'M i1::lln i1"~D ;"I"lD.' 1It'::1 ",." 'ltn 111 
1t";oat .(,. 1i'l1l'::l " ;P 'ID).! i'1lVt!I'Dl1 
.,; 1'1"11 iilv .1It; ;'M .mntt 11;MI' :f­
pc" ;,"n., t~'1' I'" .(11:1 6 11"1 i1~ 
["M] '1; "13 ~M .(11:1 ;~i1 1M::! '13 "lDM' 
.("' 6 ::lit'" 'l1):J.'n' [,)] nnrll 1CP ,(I' ;"I'MI' 
"'ni1 ;'M .'l'l1'1' ~M •1n;MI' 'lDM Inc 
C"';::l::l ;1' t:rl'It'~' MtI. ' lDtI ;'M '1"11;:) 
;'M .(m' 0;;.:1".:113 U i1)"tI ')::l ;1" C''''M 
ro;:>tI' rMI' 'lllD ;'M .n""1' i'I;"J i!'MI' 
.'IDM v'M ;).! (;:) ;'.:Inc re' ;" nlO").! 
unM n'~' "'i!1' p" 1f m"c '.1::1 '1'1 
i'lD'1).!,' 1W lnlM mn1l1 nMI'" M'iI 
'I' 11'"' 1"c" .O';.:I;1.:1C I'I'P) Ji'r1t'M' 
,tM;:) O';l;1Jt11f ilMO 'l.:l ;1'10''''MO''''::l::l 
,t'lP .1M' ;'M .mn" iI;MI' 1; 1t" "" 

in) ':l" 

K'ill' ilMrl 
: (l rn;"c i'l1:'l 1tlX~ .M .. 

;;i'I' "l]1 ~"I' 'D':tb ''lot'' i::m1:J~nu .enn I;M' 
: Ipm 'MOlt" J'1l)r~ ~aU 10m 

'll'::I;"11t').!t3 1'"!CMtprn ~~n '" 'n'Jl"1'~Vn'n'no 
.nr (I'IMD P::l,M::I t1f nM t1f1 nr nM rn m" ntlV.lt' trlat ',::l 
1'1'1 .nr nlMrl ).'::l'M ~12)' ;~, nM I)')P'1 ~ ;, ntlat 
Ill"" Mp' ;"I"I'M O~ il'n n::llt' ::l']1 D"i1 lnllt1.1:1MD 'TrIM 
.;r,;, l"i1;;iI J::I'i1 "M n;,., ;p ,; MC~' ItO .("1.1'r1t"1 

i1'~ "M '1'1lt MM i1~ 'J::l ;'M lnM:rp; MI'1'IIWN 
0.")').' i1C "DI) ~M.''IDM ;'M ,;1KIt'; 1"TJ '!1M (n 1f 
':I,,,.:l ;'11'1 1'::1 1~"1t' '')Il'' (! ;'M .n'2)"n D"ntI1n ;It' 
O,"l'P 1''I:I~ 1:10""]7 ;17 rnlM nnrllCl rmn nltC'1 
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nnM n" ',::I ;'M .MJ" 'lIOPm • ,,,, p'n ;;1'1 J''iI "at 
'JCC ~'M ,'1I:)M ;'M .;;Mlt'; 1'1lt 'JM n,;', "M.1"TJ 
J'::Il'r 01'11' ')1)13 ;'M .n1::lM' rrp'DM ~ tIi1';l'1 nc 
00";" 1"D; I:I'D::I 0"'111:10' Dl" D" .,,,, 0"'" 'l7l'::1 ;p 
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Three Rabbinic 
Sayings Regarding 
Respect for One's Fellow Man 

l. The Words of Rabbi Eliezer 

When Rabbi Eliezer fell ill, 
his disciples went in to visit him. 

They said to him: 
"Master, teach us the paths of life 
so we may go through them 
and win the life of the future world." 

He said to them: 
"Be solicitous for the honor of your coneagues..." 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Berakhot page 28a 

2. The Words of Ben Azzai 

He [Ben Azzai] used to say: 
Despise no man 
and deem nothing impossible, 

For there is not a man that has not his hour, 

And there is not a thing that has not its place. 


Mishna, Tractate Aboth, chapter 4 mishna 3 

3. Another Saying of Rabbi Eliezer 
"Let your comrade's honor 

be as important to you as your own" 

In what way? 

This teaches us that just as one views his own honor, 


thus is he to view that of his comrade, 

And just as no one wants his own honor to be 

besmirched, 


thus is he to want not to besmirch the honor of his 

fellow man. 


Rabbi Nathan's Ethics of the Fathers, ch. 15 
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The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly 
Man 

Our Rabbis have taught: 
A man should always be gentle as the reed 
and never unyielding as the cedar. 

Once Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar 
was coming from Migdal Gedor, 
from the house of his teacher, 
and he was riding leisurely on his donkey 
by the riverside, 
and was feeling elated, 
since he had studied much Torah. 

There chanced to meet upon him an exceedingly ugly 

man. 

He [that man] greeted him: 


"Peace be with you, Rabbi." 
He, however, did not return his salutations, 

but instead said to him: 
"Good for nothing! 
Are all your fellow citizens as ugly as you are?" 

The man replied: 
"Go and tell the craftsman who made me: 
'How ugly is the vessel which you have made!'" 

When Rabbi Simeon realized that he had done wrong, 
he dismounted from the donkey 
prostrated himself before the man, and said to him: 
"I submit myself to you, forgive me." 

The man replied: 
"I will not forgive you 
until you go to the craftsman who made me 
and say to him: 
'How ugly is the vessel which you have made!"'. 

He [Rabbi Simeon] walked behind him 
until he reached his native city. 

When his fellow-citizens came out to meet him, 
greeting him with the words: 
"Peace be with you, Rabbi!", 

The man asked them: 
"Whom are you addressing thus?" 

They replied: 
"The man who is walking behind you." 



He said: 
"If this man is a rabbi, 
may there not be any more like him in Israel." 

The people said: 
"God forbid! What has he done to you?" 

He replied: 
"Such and such a thing has he done to me." 

They said to him: 
"Nevertheless, forgive him." 

The man replied: 
"I will forgive him, 
but only on the condition that 
he does not act in the same manner in the future." 

Soon after this Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar entered 
{the Beit Midrash] and expounded thus: 

"A man should always be gentle as a reed 
and let him never be unyielding as the cedar." 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Taanit pages 20a-b 
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Rabbi Meir ud the WODliUl 

Rabbi Meir used to deliver a sennon 
at the synagogue at Hammata every Shabbat eve. 

There was one woman there, who used to listen to him 
speak. 
Once the sermon took longer than usual. 
The woman left, 

and when she wanted to enter her house, 
she saw that the light had gone out. 

Her husband asked her: 
"Where have you been?" 

She said: 
"Listening to a sermon." 

He retorted: 
"I swear that you will no longer enter my house 
until you go and spit in the face of that teacher." 

Rabbi Meir observed this with the aid of Divine inspiration 

and [on another Shabbat] pretended to have a pain in his 

eye. 

He said: 


"Any woman who knows how to cure eyes by charming 
them may come and perfonn her charms." 
The woman's neighbors said to her: 

"Here, now the time for you to return home has 

arrived. 


Pretend to perform charms, and spit in his eye." 

She came to him. 

He said to her: 


"Do you know how to chann an eye?'" 

Fear of him having fallen upon her, she said: "No." 

He said to her: 


"Spit on my eye seven times, and 1shall be healed" 

After she spat, he said to her: 

"Tell your husband: 


'You told me to spit once, 

but 1spat seven times!'" 


Rabbi Meir's students said to him: 

"Rabbi, in this fashion the Torah is being ridiculed! 

If you had told us, 

wouldn't we have come to him [the husband] 

and chastised him at the stock, 

and brought him and his wife together once again? 


12 




He said to them: 
"Is Rabbi Meir's honor greater than that of his Creator? 
Now if the Torah decrees that the Ineffable Name, 
which is inscribed in sanctity, 
is to be powdered into the water 
in order to restore peace between a husband and his 

wife,· 
is that not that much truer of the honor of Meir?' 

The Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Sotah, Ch. 1, 
Halacha 4 

* This is a reference to the fact that while there is a prohibition 
on erasing the name of God, in the case of a Soia it is part of 
the procedure to bring peace between husband and wife (see 
Number. 5:1131, especially verse 23). 
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Aharon, Lover and Pursuer of Peace 

In the case of two people who quarreled with each other, 
Aaron went and sat with the one, and said to him: 

"My son, see what your friend is doing - he beats at 
his heart 

and tears his garments, saying: 
'Woe is me, 
how can I lift up my eyes and look at my friend! 
I am embarrassed before him, 
for I was the guilty party in our quarrel.'" 

Aaron sat with him 
until he removed all jealousy from his heart. 

Then he went and sat with the other, and said to him: 
"My son, see what your friend is doing 
he beats his heart 
and tears his garments, saying: 
'Woe is me, 
how can I lift up my eyes and look at my friend! 
I am embarrassed before him, 
for I was the guilty party in our quarrel.'" 

Aaron sat with him 
until he removed all jealousy from his heart. 

And when the two of them met, 
they embraced and kissed one another. 

Rabbi Nathan's Ethics of the Fathers, 12:3 
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The Irritating Wife 

Rab's wife would irritate him [constantly1. 
When he told her: "Cook me lentils," 

she would make him chick peas. 
When he told her: "Cook me chickpeas," 

she would make him lentils. 
When Hiyyah, his son, grew up, 

he would reverse his father's words to his mother. 
Rab said to his son: 

"Your mother has changed for the better!" 
Said [Hiyyah]: 

"It was I who reversed your words [to her]." 
He [Rab] said to him: 

"This is why people say: 
'one's offspring teach one wisdom.' 
Nonetheless, you should not act thus, 
as it is said (Jeremiah 9:4): 
'They have taught their tongue to speak lies, 
they weary themselves to commit iniquity.'" 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Vebamoth page 63a 
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The Roman Stadium 

One should not go to stadiums 
because [they are] "the seat of the scornful" (Psalms, 

1:1). 
But Rabbi Nathan permits it, for two reasons: 
First, because by shouting one may save [the victim]; 
Second, because one might be able to give evidence 

[of death] for the wife [of a victim] 
and so enable her to remarry. 

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Abodah Zara page ISb 



Eight Levels of T zedaka 

Following is the translation of the full source from 
Maimonides. 

There are eight degrees of charity, 
each one higher than the one before: 

The highest degree of all- one who assists a Jew who 
has fallen, 

giving him a present or a loan, 
or going into partnership with him, 
or finding him a job 
in order to strengthen him 
that he need not beg of others. 

The Torah says of this (Leviticus 25:35): 
".. .then you shall uphold him, 
as a stranger and a resident, 
and he shall live with you" ­
in other words, uphold him, 
lest he fall and be in need. 

A lesser degree than that - one who gives charity to the 
poor 

without knowing to whom he has given 
and without the poor man knowing from whom he has 

received; 
for this is performing the commandment for its own sake, 

like the Bureau of Secrecy 
which existed in the Holy Temple, 
where the upright would give secretly 
and the poor of good family 
would make their livelihood from it in secrecy. 

Similar to this is one who puts his donation into a charity 
box, 

but one must not do so 
unless he knows that the person in charge is reliable 

and wise, 
and knows how to administer it properly 
like Rabbi Hananiah Ben-Teradion. 

A lesser degree than that one who knows to whom he 
is giving, 

but the poor man does not know 
from whom he has received, 

just like the greatest of our Sages 
who used to go secretly 
and place their donations at the doorways of the poor. 
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It 	 is good to act thus, 
and it is especially good, 
if those in charge of administering the charity 
are not upright. 

A still lesser degree - the poor man knows from whom 
he has received a donation, 

though the giver does not know to whom he has given, 
like the greatest of our Sages 

who would tie up their coins. in cloths 
and drop them behind them, 
so that the poor could come and pick them up 
without being shamed. 

A still lesser degree One who hands a donation 

before the poor man asks for it. 


A still lesser degree than that ­
One who gives after the poor man asks. 

An even lesser degree - one who gives less than is 

fitting, 


but does so with good cheer. 

An even lesser degree one who gives sadly_ 


Maimonides, Mi.hneh Torah, The Rules of Giving to 
the Poverty-Stricken, chapter 10 
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The Seven levels of T zedaka of Rabbi 
Moshe Ben Yaakov of eoad 

He who gives charity to the poor unwillingly 
has lost all merit, 
even if he gives a great deal. 

Better than that is 
he who gives even a single small coin willingly. 

There is yet a third level,better than the previous two: 
one who hands a suitable amount to the poor man, 
and does so willingly. 

There is yet a fourth level, better than those three: 
one who gives a suitable amount to the poor man 
before he has asked. 

There is a fifth level, better than those four: ... 
One who wraps up the coins in his handkerchief 
and throws it behind him, 
so that the poor may come and pick it up. 
He who has given ­
does not know to whom he has given, 
and the poor man does not feel so ashamed. 

There is a sixth level, better than the previous five ... 
One who casts the coins behind the door 
by means of a hollow pipe 
so that the poor man 
has no idea from whom he has received this gift. 

And there is a seventh level, as well, better than all the 
rest: 


He who puts the money into a charity box 

so that giver doesn't know 

to whom he has given, 

whereas he who receives it 

doesn't know from whom he has received it. 


Sefer Mitz\lot Ha-Gadol, Mitzva 162 
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On One's Obligation to Assist 

It is an affirmative rabbinical injunction 
to visit the ill 
and to comfort the mourners 
to escort the dead, 
to finance a bride, 
to accompany one's guests, 

And to care for the burial requirements, 
to bear the bier on one's shoulder 
and to walk before it, 
to eulogise, 
to dig the grave 
and to perform the burial, 

And likewise, to gladden the bride and the groom 
and to assist them with all their needs - These acts 

are all acts of kindnesses (gemilat hasadim), 
and they have no set measure. 

Despite the fact that all these injunctions are rabbinic, 
they are included in 
"And you shall love your neighbor like yourself' (Lev. 

19:18). 
All the things you would have others do for you, 
[you] do for your brother-in-Torah-and-its-injunctions. 

Maimonides, Mi.hDeh Torah, 

Rules of Mourning,Chapter 14, Halacha 1 
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Good Qualities and Bad Qualities 

Every human being has positive sides and negative sides, 
and in every human contact 

they influence and affect other human beings 
in both the positive and the negative aspects. 

This influence happens unintentionally and unwittingly, 
just as nature influences without meaning to do so. 

To the extent that human beings meet, 
and touch one another in their positive sides, 
they awaken in each other or even create anew ­

positive emotions and instincts. 
And the opposite is also true: 

by clashing with one another 
people increase or create 
negative emotions and instincts. 

In this respect, 
whatever we seek in a new communal life, 
in new ways of life, 
is to structure it in such a way 
that the members of the community 
would touch and influence one another 
in their positive aspects. 

This is the family spirit, 
or family pattern, 
of kibbutz life. 

The Works of A.D. Gordon, Book I, p.457 
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How Does ODe Dance Before the Bride? 

How Does One Dance Before the Bride? 

Our Rabbis taught: How does one dance before the bride? 


[i.e. what does one sing or recite?] 
Beit Shammai say: ''The bride as she is." 
And Beit Hillel say: "Beautiful and graceful bride." 
Beit Shammai said to Beit Hillel: 

"If she is lame or blind, should one say of her: 

'Beautiful and graceful bride'? 

For the Torah says (Exodus 23:7): 

'Keep thee far from a false matter.'" 


Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ketubot page 16b 
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ON THE PERSONAUTIES AND BOOKS 
MENTIONED IN THIS UNIT 

Reit Shammai and Beit Hillel - two batei midrash 
(houses of Torah study) which existed in the Land of 
Israel in the last generations of the Second Tempie era 
and the first generations after the destruction of the 
Temple. Beit Hillel adopted the approach of Hillel the 
Elder, who was known as modest and lenient, whereas 
Beit Shammai went according to the approach of 
Shammai, who was known as strict and severe. We know 
of about 300 cases in which there were differences of 
opinion between the two houses, in both halakhic and in 
philosophical issues. The above source is a classical 
example of such a dissention. In most cases, halakhah was 
ruled according to Beit Hillel 

Rabban Gamaliel (of Ya\lDeh) - the president of the 
SaDhedriD of Yavneh in the years after the destruction 
of the Second Temple, and a great leader of the Jewish 
people at a very difficult time in its history, strove to unite 
the people around one spiritual center and one 
Halakhah which would be as unified as possible, and 
fought for it with all his might. 

Rabbi Yehoshua (BeD HaaaDya) - One of the 
greater TaDDaim of the second generation, one of the 
chief students of Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai. Served as 
the head of the SaBbedriD, alongside Rabban Gamaliel, 
spoke many languages and had a good knowledge of 
mathematics and astronomy, was wont to hold discussions 
with gentile wisemen, and thus became the symbol of the 
sharp-witted wise man, who knows how to counter his 
opponents. 

Rabbi Eliezer (BeD Hyrcaaus) - A TaDDa of the 
second generation, the first and most important disciple of 
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai. He and Rabbi Yehoshua 
Ben Hananya were considered the most prominent figures 
in the generation prior to the destruction of the Temple. 
Was adamant in his views, and in cases of differences of 
opinion, did not yield to majority opinion - which brought 
about his excommunication. Only when he was about to 
die did his disciples and friends dare break the 
excommunication and come to visit him. Rabbi Akiba was 
among his disciples. 
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(Shimon) Ben Azzai - A Tanna of the third 
generation, a disciple of Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Hananya, 
friend-and-disciple of Rabbi Akiba. Was known for his 
diligence in learning Torah. Was not ordained as a rabbi, 
and therefore is known as "Ben Azzai," rather than 
"Rabbi Shimon". He never married, and died young. Was 
also known for his fear of God and his piety, and he 
studied mysticism. 

Rabbi Shimon Ben Elazar - a Tanna of the fifth 
generation, the most distinguished disciple, and servant, of 
Rabbi Meir. Was renowned in Halakha, Aggadah, and 
his homilies. 

Rabbi Meir - The greatest T anna of the fourth 
generation, the most prominent student of Rabbi Akiva, 
and one of those who helped strengthen Torah in the 
difficult times following the Bar Kokhba rebellion. Studied 
also under Rabbi Yishmael and others. Served as the Sage 
of the town of Usha, but differences of opinion forced him 
to go to exile, where he died. Had a great share in 
establishing the order of the Mishna. Had a very sharp 
mind, and was also known for his homilies and 
midrashim. 

Rab - The first and greatest Amora of Babylon. One of 
the founders of the yeshiva of Sura, which continued to 
exist for another 800 years after his death. His moving 
from Eretz Visrae) to Babylon marked the beginning of 
a new era in Jewish history: it resulted in spreading Torah 
in Babylon, and set the foundations for the ramified 
spiritual learning and literature which was created there. 
Was renowned in both Halakhah and Aggadah. 

Rabbi Nathan - A T anna of the fourth generation, 
son of the Head of the Golah in Babylon, who came to 
Eretz Israel and fulfilled an important role in the 
Sanhendria. Studied under Rabbi Eliezer Ben Hyrcanos, 
Rabbi Tarfon, Rabbi Yishmael, and others. Mentioned a 
few times in the Mishna and many times - in the 
Baraitot, the T osefta and the Midrash. Wrote the 
midrash Aboth d'Babbi Nathan. 



Maimo-' (Rab1Ji Moalae Rea MaiJlloa,
Ram__) - The greatest Jewish scholar in the Middle 
Ages, and probably of all times. Was born in Cordoba, 
Spain, in 1135, and lived mostly in Egypt. Had a vast 
knowledge in all fields of Jewish knowledge, as weD as in 
mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, and medicine ­
which he also practiced, as the personal doctor of the 
Sultan of Egypt. Was the leader of Egyptian Jewry, but 
had contacts with Jews throughout the Diaspora, and was 
considered the spiritual leader of all Jews. His three 
monumental books are: his Commentary on the 
Mis....., MisImeIa TorU (also known as Yad 
Ha'llazab; see below), and ne Gllide to tile 
Perplexetl. 

Mialuaela To..... - In this book Maimonides brings, 
succinctly and according to topics, all the Halaklaot 
which were known at his time: from the MiDula, the 
Babylonian T....., the Jerusalem T....d, the 
Geoaitica, etc. The book is divided into 14 volumes, 
and is therefore also known as "Yad Ha'hazaka" (the 
gimmatria of the letters in the Hebrew 'word, "hand", 
being 14). 

Rabbi Moelae Bea Yaacov of eoad - Uved in 
France in the 13th century. Was a wandering homilist, 
beseeching the Jews to observe the .utzwt. Wrote an 
important laalaklUc book, Seter Mitzvot Ha'pdol 
(known, in its initials, as the SNAG), which is largely 
based on Maimonides' MiaIuae1a To...., to which the 
author added sources from the Talmudic literature and 
from ....k- sources from contemporary Germany and 
France. The book had a great influence on many 
generation of Torah scholars in Europe. It is divided into 
two parts: positive commandments, and prolubitory 
commandments. 

Aharoa David Gordo. - 1856-1922, a writer and 
spiritual leader of the halutzim movement. Professed 
settling the Land of Israel, and cultivating the lanq; his 
philosophy is known as "the Religion of Labor." Born in 
Russia, he emigrated to Eretz Yane! at a relatively old 
age (48), and worked as a hand in a kibbutz. 
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~tudent Activities 




1 

Activity • ''Who Is A Friend?" 
1. Following is a list of people. 

A member of your family 

A Jew in your country 

A resident of a foreign country 

A close friend 

A Jew in Israel 

A Jew in another country 

A classmate 

A resident of your country 

A person who seeks to harm you 

A club member 


A resident of a hostile country 


Clanify tlaeae people: 

Friends Non·friends 



2. 	 The circles below represent different kinds of relationships you may have with other 
people. Place the people you classified as '~friends" in the circles, according to how 
dose they are to you. 
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Activity. "Between People": The Ways People Behave. 

1. List various ways in which people treat each other 
(e.g. help, ignore, listen, etc.): 

2. Summary Qa.estiODS: 
a. Based on what we have studied so far, what is the meaning of the concept "friend"? 

b. What does the concept "between people" O'::l"; C'N r::l) mean? 



Activity • "My Friends and I" - A Questionnaire 

1. 	 How would you like to be treated by your friends? 

2. How would you not like to be treated by your friends? 

3. 	 Choose the three attitudes towards other people, which you think are most widespread in 
society: 

encouraging • being faithful .• understanding • causing others to fail 

helping - gossiping • caring • insulting - looking down on others • envying 

pitying • trusting • flattering - listening • being hypocritical 

instilling confidence • being distant • ignoring - rejecting • underestimating 
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Activity. Actions and Values in the story "A Disciple's Question" 

Read: "A Disciple's QlaestioD" 

Qaestio..: 

1. How did Rabbi Joshua behave? 

2. How did Rabban Gamaliel behave? 

3. How did the disciple behave? 

4. Write down all the interactions between people descnbecl in this story. 



Activity. The Values That Guided The Heroes of the Story 
"A Disciple's Question". 

A. 	 Complete the chart: Which values guided the behavior of each of the characters in this 
story? 

Values which guided Values which were 
behavior set aside 

Rabban Gamaliel 

Rabbi Joshua 

The Disciple 

B. Think: What other options did each of the characters have? What values would have 
guided them had they behaved differently? 
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Activity - The Values That Guided the Sages in their Enactments. 

Qaestioa8: 

1. 	 Which values did the Sages affirm in each of the enactments described, and which 
ones did they waive? 

Values that Values which 
guided the Sages they waived 

Enactment 1 

Enactment 2 

Enactment 3 

2. Do you find these Rabbinic enactments satisfactory? Explain. 


Enactment 1 _____________________ 




--------------------------------------

------------------------------------

Enacbnent 2 

Enacbnent 3 

3. Would you have liked to make up different regulations for the same purpOseS? 

Enactment 1 ___________________________ 

Enactment 2 ____________________________ 

Enactment 3 
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Activity· Three Rabbinic Sayings Regarding Respect for One's Fellow 
Man 

Read: Three Rabbinic Sayings Regumg Respect for ODe's FeDow Man 

QllestiOns: 

1. Why respect our fellow man? 

How does each one of the sages answer this question? 
Complete the following chart: 

Rabbi Eliezer says: 
Respect your fellow-man 


because 


Ben Azzai says: 

Despise no man 


because 

Rabbi Eliezer says: 
HOll9r your comrade 
and do not put him down 

because 

2. Which of the views do you agree with? Explain. 



Activity • The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly Man 


Read the first part of the story. 


Questiou: 


L 	 What was the sin of Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar? 

2. 	 How is it possible that a person who studied Torah would behave in such a manner? 
Try to explain. (Suggestion: Try to reconstruct Rabbi Simeon's thoughts and feelings 
when he met the ugly man.) 

3. What did the ugly man reply to Rabbi Simeon? Explain the meaning of his words. 

4. What do you think about the ugly man's reaction in this part of the story? 

10 
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Activity • The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly Man (Part 2) 


Read the seeoad part of the story: 


Qaestioas: 


1. 	 What was the value dilemma which stood before the ugly man? Fill in your response 
on the foUowing chart. 

values 

versus 

values 

2. What did the ugly man eventually do? What do you think about his· action? 



3. Why were the townspeople so eager for the ugly man to forgive Rabbi Simeon? (There 
is no one "right" answer to this question.) 

4. After the ugly man granted forgiveness, how did the public view the actions of Rabbi 
Simeon and the ugly man? Did they see things as they really were? 

5. Is Rabbi Simeon's homily at the story's end directed to himself? to the ugly man? to 
both? Explain. 
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Activity. Rabbi Meir and the Woman 

Bead the story: Rabbi Meir and the Woman 

QuatioD.: 

1. In this story, why did the husband treat his wife as he did? 

2. Thirik about the wife's behavior: how did she feel towards her husband? 

3. Why did Rabbi Meir pretend that he needed to be spat on? 



4. Bring reasons for and against Rabbi Meir's behavior. 

For Against 

5. Rabbi Meir could have behaved differently: 
a. What other options did he have?' 

b. What would have happened, had Rabbi Meir behaved differently? 

14 
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Activity . Aaron, Lover and Pursuer of Peace 
Read the story: Aaron, Lover Del Pursuer of Peace 

Qaesti01l8: 

1. 	 Prior to Aaron's arrival, what relationship was there between the two people who 
quarreled? 

2. Were these two people capable of making up with each other before Aaron's arrival? 
Explain. 

3. How did Aaron make peace between those two people? 

4. Why did Aaron succeed in making peace between them? 



5. Why did Aaron choose that particular approach? 

6. Aaron acted in light of one value, and waived another. Which value guided his action? 
Which value did he waive? What do you think of this? 

7. 	 Bearing this story and other stories in mind, try to think of other ways of making 
peace between two quarreling parties, such as persuading, reprimanding, moderating, 
setting a personal example, inviting parties to a talk, etc. What are the limitations of 
each of these approaches? What price does one pay in choosing anyone of them? 

Possibility A: 

Possibility B: 

Possibility c: _____~_________________ 
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Activity • The Irritating Wife 

Read the· story: "The lrritatiag Wife" 

Questio..: 

1. 	 Why did the son decide to change his father's messages to his mother? Why do you 
think he did not try to solve the problem? 

2. What "necessary evil" did the son choose by behaving in this manner? 

3. Why did the son decide to reveal his actions to his father only when the father praised 
the mother? Why didn't he do so before then? 

4. What are the differences in. opinion between father and son? Which value does each 
one of them consider central? 



Activity • The Roman Stadium 

Read the story: "The Roman Stadium" 

Questions: 

1. Why did the Sages forbid going to the stadium? 

2. Do 'you agree with them? Explain. 

3. Why did Rabbi Nathan permit going to the stadium? 

4. Suppose the Sages took Rabbi Nathan's opinion into consideration and still objected to 
it. Why would they have retained their objection? 

18 
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5. Suppose Rabbi Nathan took the Sages' opinion into account, and still objected to it. 
Why would he have retained his objection? 

6. Sometimes a person is able to help a friend, but it is not worthwhile to intervene. 
Bring examples. 

7. Sometimes intervention may be negative. Bring examples. 



Help and Charity 


Activity . A Conversation Between Two People 


A group of Jewish youths decided to help the sick. 

They placed the following advertisement in the newspaper: 


ASSI-STAN·CE FOR TH·E SI-CK 
14 Charity Street 

He who helps others ­
helps himself 

We are a group of young people 

whose aim is to help the sick. 


We: 

- visit the sick in hospitals and private residences 

- give them books, newspapers and gifts 

- help them receive loans and get medical equipment 


We appeal to each and every one of you: 

Please contribute to this important project! 

The sick cannot help themselves; 

They need your help! 


20 
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Two friends, Eliezer and Benjamin, read the advertisement in the paper. The following 
conversation took place between them: 

E1iezer: I don't agree with this ad. 
Benjamin: Why? 
Eliezer: I pay government taxes. Why doesn't the government take care of the sick? 

It's their responsibility! 
Benjamin: But the government cannot do everything. 
Biezer: The Ministry of Health takes care of sick people. There is no need for 

additional organizations for helping the sick. 
Benjamin: But most of the sick people suffer very much. They may not have the money 

for medicine and medical equipment. The Ministry of Health can't supply 
everything! 

Biezer: . Alright. I don't want to argue. Here is some money, donate it on my behalf. 
Benjamin: Thanks for the money, but money is not enough. 
E1iezer: Why not? Didn't you say that the sick need money? 
Benjamin: Yes, we should give money, but we should also visit the sick. We should help 

them. 
Biezer: And what will the hospital workers do? 
Benjamin: You don't understand: the government can give money; it can employ people 

to treat the sick. But the sick need love, too. And the state cannot give love! 
Eliezer: Aren't you over·doing it a bit? First you asked me to give money - so I gave. 

Then you told me to help the sick - and I may agree to that, too. But now 
you also want me to love them! I don't know these people, so how can I love 
them? Isn't that asking for too much? 



Write the arguments for and against helping your fellow man: 

For Against 

22 



23 

Activity - Eight Levels of Tzedaka 


Following.are eight work-cards, each containing a different level of tzedaka. according to 
Maimonides. Cut and paste them (or copy their contents) on to the following page, in 
descending order, with the highest level of tzedaka at the top of the page and the lowest 
level of tzedaka at the bottom. 

1. 	Donor and recipient know one another. 
Donor gives only after the recipient has 
asked for help, but willingly. 

2. 	The recipient knows who gave, but the 
donor does not know who received. 
This is given willingly. 

3. 	A loan, a grant, an offer of partnership 
or a job are provided, so that the 
recipient won't need help in the future. 

4. 	The donor and recipient know one 
another, and the gift is not given 
willingly. 

5. 	The donor and recipient know one 
another, the donor gives willingly even 
before the recipient has to ask. 

6. 	The donor gives willingly, but he and 
the recipient do not know one another. 

7. 	 The donor gives willingly, and he and 

the recipient know each another. 


8. 	The donor gives willingly, and he knows 
the recipient but the recipient does not 
know him. 



I 
I 

1 
H. 

G. 

I-] 
F.I E. 

D. I 

C. 

B. 

I L 
I 

A. 

L j 
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Activity . The Seven Levels of Tzedaka of Rabbi Moshe Ben Yaakov 
of Couci 

Read: The Seven Levels of Tzeclaka of Rabbi Moshe Ben Yaakov of Coaa 

Questions: 

1. 	 Compare the seven degrees of charity, according to Rabbi Moshe ben Yaakov of 
Couci, with the eight degrees of charity according to Maimonides. Phrase them in your 
own words. 

Moshe Ben Yaakob 
of Couci 

Maimonides 

2. Explain the difference between the two approaches. 



Activity . On One's Obligation to Assist 

Read: On One's OhUgation to Assist 

Qnestions: 

1. 	 According to the Sages, what deeds are we obligated to do? 

2. 	 ThIDk about additional "duties" or mitZ\lot between people which, you think, are 
incumbent upon the community in which you live. Think about things in the spirit of 
Maimonides' words; bring examples which are not mentioned in the source. 

3. What is "kindness" (gemilnt hasadim)? 

4. 	 Consider the following: according to this source, good deeds are obligatory; that is to 
say, one cannot choose whether or not to perform them. Why? What do you think 
about this? 

5. The Sages command us to do good deeds. In what ways and n what areas do they 
leave us room to choose and decide? 
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Activity . Good Qualities and Bad Qualities 

Read: Good Qualities aDd Bad Qualities 

QUestiODS: 

1. 	 According to Gordon, what happens between human beings who come in contact with 
each other? 

2. Do you agree with him? 

3. Why, according to Gordon, can the good human qualities be enhanced by kibbutz life? 



4. Where else do good human qualities manifest themselves? 

5. Compare Gordon's ideas with those of Maimonides: in what ways are they similar? In 
what ways are they different? 
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Activity . Charitable Organizations 

QaestioDS: 

1. 	 Describe the activities of the charitable organization which you visited, or in which you 
were active. 

2. Wh~t additional activities do volunteer organizations do? 



Activity What Should We Do For Other People? 

1. 	 Ust all the things that people do for people who are close to them and all the things 
they do for those who are not close to them. 

visit the sick 

lend money 
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2. 	 FoUowing is a drawing of concentric circles of human relationships (similar to that in 
activity 1 ). In the innermost circle are the people closest to you, and in the external 
circle - those who are most distant from you. Enter the actions which you are 
obligated to perform for the sake of these people in their respective circles. 



Activity - How Does One Dance Before the Bride? 

Read the story: How Does One Dance Before the Bride 

Questions: 

1. Write the story in your own words. 

2. What types of behavior are described in this story? 

3. How did Beth Hillel make brides happy on their wedding day? Do you think it was 
right? 

4. What did Beit Shammai think of this matter? 
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5. What values guided Beit Hillel and what values guided Beit Shammru? 

6. This story has no ending. Write an interesting ending, which relates to the problems raised 
by this text. 

7. Write a short story dealing with a problem similar to the one raised by this text. 
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